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WELCOME FROM TELAVIV UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL

We congratulate you - PhDs and Post-Doctoral Fellows - on your admission to Tel Aviv University. Soon,
you will become a part of the Tel Aviv University family, which boasts a highly acclaimed faculty, a top-tier
student body, and international prestige.

As a leading University, TAU attaches much value to its international PhD and Post-Doc fellows. We know
that you will play a significant role in your field of research.

Tel Aviv University International is here to help you get acclimated to your new environment and
complement your academic experience with an array of services and activities. We invite you to take full
advantage of this unique opportunity of living in Tel Aviv, the epi-center of Israeli culture. Being a part of the
largest university in Israel allows you to enjoy the many state-of-the-art facilities and a variety of social and
athletic clubs on campus.

Our dedicated staff is here to accompany you and support your journey. We want to make sure that you
have a rewarding and enjoyable experience during your stay with us at Tel Aviv University and to create a
life-long connection with you.

With Warmest Regards,
Professor Raanan Rein Ms. Maureen Meyer Adiri

VP Tel Aviv University Director of Tel Aviv University International
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GENERAL BACKGROUND

ABOUT TAU INTERNATIONAL

Four decades ago, Tel Aviv University first opened its gates to accomplished students who came from
around the world to embark on a remarkable personal and academic journey. Today, Tel Aviv University
International provides international students with the opportunity to do their full degree in English, as well
as take part in short-term programs.

The Tel Aviv University International Office is your address for any non-academic issues you might have
during your stay in Israel. The main services we offer you, as international post-doctoral and PhD students,
are as follows:

Housing assistance and on-campus accommodation (depending on availability)
Hebrew Ulpan

Language courses

Health Insurance

Support with initial steps in Israel

Extra-curricular activities in English

Social activities & trips

You are strongly advised to visit our office on campus (in the Carter Building, Room 108, entrance floor)
and meet our social counselors who are dedicated to work with International PHD and post docs. Danielle
and Naomi are there for you to consult on anything you need regarding life on and off campus.

Contact them at intigrad@mail.tau.ac.il, introduce yourself, add yourself to our contacts list, and you will be
informed about all of the social events dedicated to graduate and post graduate international students at
TAU.

Also, please join our Facebook page — Intlgrad TAU. Here you can share, ask and be advised by other
grad students here at TAU.

ABOUT TEL AVIVUNIVERSITY

Tel Aviv University (TAU) is Israel's largest academic institution. TAU was founded in 1956 when three
smaller education units - the Tel Aviv School of Law and Economics, the Institute of Natural Sciences, and
the Institute of Jewish Studies - joined together to form a comprehensive university.

Today, TAU offers an extensive range of degrees in the arts and sciences, within its Faculties of
Engineering, Exact Sciences, Life Sciences, Medicine, Humanities, Law, Social Sciences, Arts, and
Management. The original 170-acre campus has been expanded to include an additional 50-acre tract,
now being developed. Its faculty includes nationally and internationally renowned scholars and scientists,
many of whom are leaders in their fields.


mailto:intlgrad@mail.tau.ac.il
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScniqgLjj54KK_2gQHpSjKeEpfY2gB0duI0fB3yQXc0K5qtyg/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1476521359322558/
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RESEARCH CENTERS AND INSTITUTES

Tel Aviv University has over 2,200 faculty members, among them internationally renowned scientists who
have made significant contributions to the advancement of knowledge in fields as diverse as particle
physics, cell biology, biotechnology, genetics, fiber optics, the humanities, arts and social sciences. Israel's
largest and most comprehensive university, TAU is comprised of nine faculties, 27 schools, 98 departments
and some 130 research institutes and centers. Institutes and centers support research in a specific field.
Often interdisciplinary in nature, they provide a formal framework for researchers, as well as their master’s,
doctoral and post-doctoral students, to collaborate and exchange ideas.

The University enjoys extensive research contacts with leading academic and scientific institutions abroad,
including over 150 cooperation agreements with universities in North and South America, Europe and Asia.
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PREARRIVAL AND ARRIVAL

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

Passports

All visitors to Israel must hold a passport that is valid for at least six months from the date they enter the
country. In order to enter Israel as a student, you must have a passport that is valid for at least a year
from your date of entry into the country. If you do not have a valid passport, apply for one immediately. If
you hold an Israeli passport, you are required to present it upon arrival.

Student Visas

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Students who do not hold an Israeli passport may want to consult with the Israeli embassy in their
home country regarding visa and entry regulations. International students in Ph.D. programs, and
Post Docs are able to work in the university as research assistants with the student visa.

All students should apply for a student visa (A-2) prior to their departure. The A-2 Student Visa is a
multiple-entry visa valid for one year, meaning that you may enter Israel an unlimited number of times
for a period of one year without securing a new visa. Student visas are renewable after one year both
in Israel and abroad. You must apply for an A-2 visa in person at your nearest Israeli consulate.

Please note: It is illegal to study in Israel on a tourist visa. The following is a list of papers required for
this procedure:

a) Application for Entry to Israel

b) Valid passport

c) Passport-sized pictures

d) Acceptance letter to the program

e) Proof of sufficient funds (a bank statement is acceptable)

f) Scholarship statements, if relevant.

g) Fee of $47

Some students will not be able to enter Israel without receiving a student visa ahead of time because
they are not automatically granted tourist visas upon arrival to Israel.

If for some reason you could not apply for your student visa before leaving your home country, you
must take care of it immediately upon arrival in Israel at the Ministry of Interior (See "A" above for the
checklist).


https://mfa.gov.il/MFA_Graphics/MFA%20Gallery/Consular%20forms/EntryVisa.pdf

000

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL

Ministry of Interior detail

Ministry of Interior details:
Derech Menachem Begin 125, Tel Aviv-Yafo
Office hours: Sundays — Thursdays, 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM

Families of students do not receive a student and/or work visa. If a spouse of a student wishes to work
during their stay in Israel, he/she must find an employer willing to sponsor a work visa.

For any questions regarding visas, please contact Avi Zarakhovsky: 03-6409989/5119 or
aviz@tauex.tau.ac.il.

**|t is recommended to arrive to the TAUI office to advise with Ms. Hanna Dolgonos before going to the
ministry of interior.

Israeli Born & Returning Israeli Citizens

If you are a returning Israeli citizen or child of a parent with Israeli citizenship, please contact the nearest
Israeli Consulate to clarify your legal status in advance of entering the country. Israeli citizens or children
of Israeli citizens should check their status regarding military service and might want to apply for an
exemption through their nearest Israeli consulate before arrival in Israel.

List of Israeli Consulates Worldwide
http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ConsularServices/Pages/default.aspx

PACKING ESSENTIALS

Clothing

On-campus dress is fairly casual. Most students attend classes and campus events in jeans and T-shirts.
Women may want to bring modest attire (skirts or dresses that cover the shoulders and knees) for visits
to religious sites in Israel. Both women and men should plan to bring semi-formal attire for professional
meetings and networking, special occasions and nights out. As dry cleaning is relatively expensive in
Israel, please bring clothes that can be easily cleaned.

Most of the year is warm or even hot. During the hot summer months, the traditional casual dress code
becomes even more relaxed-if you are sensitive to air conditioning, make sure to pack a few sweaters or
a shawl. In the winter, warm clothing is necessary, as many buildings are neither centrally heated nor well
insulated. From December until March, the weather can be rainy, damp, and cold.

For organized trips, as well as your own sightseeing, a pair of good walking shoes is a must.
Cosmetics and Toiletries

Cosmetics, toiletries, and other personal supplies are readily found in Israel, although they might be more
expensive than in your hometown, and specific brands are not always available.


https://goo.gl/maps/tQg6Ytqm2yCkd4sk7
mailto:aviz@tauex.tau.ac.il
https://www.embassy-worldwide.com/country/israel/
https://www.embassy-worldwide.com/country/israel/
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Medication

If you are taking a prescribed medication, you should bring a supply to last the duration of your time in
Israel. It is also recommended that you bring a typewritten, generic prescription for your medication,
should you need to have it refilled. Since some of your medication might not be available in the same
brand names in Israel, it is essential that a generic name be provided for reference by a local doctor or
pharmacist. Also, in the event that you are sent an additional supply of medication by mail, you will be
required to present a prescription to the Israeli Customs Office before the medication will be released.

Please see the 'Health insurance' section for information regarding obtaining prescription medication in
Israel.

Electrical Appliances

Electrical appliances should be kept to an absolute minimum. Because of Israeli customs restrictions, a
limit on electrical appliances is advisable. The electrical current in Israel is 220 volts, 50 cycles. You may
be able to bring a transformer for certain appliances, such as a hair dryer. Some appliances cannot be
converted. Be sure to check with an authorized electronics dealer for detailed information.

FLIGHT AND ARRIVAL

Baggage Information
Please contact your airline operator regarding baggage regulations.

Experience has shown that it is best to take your belongings with you and to check them on the flight. It is
not recommended to ship luggage to Israel for your program as incoming goods may be taxed if they are
shipped. This is the case even if they are your own personal items and even if they are used. Further
problems may arise, as there is no way to know exactly how long your shipment will take to arrive. In
addition, packages shipped by sea will arrive at the Port of Haifa, which is more than an hour away from
Tel Aviv. You will have to get to Haifa, take the shipment through customs, declare all items, and then
transport your luggage from Haifa to your apartment. Former participants have said that if you have an
extra piece of luggage, you are bringing too much. However, if you must, it is worthwhile to avoid shipping
and pay the extra charge for each additional piece of luggage taken on your flight.

Arrival

At Israel's Ben Gurion International Airport (known by its Hebrew acronym 'NaTBaG"), your first step is
passport control. Please note that passport control might take some time depending on how busy the
airport is and how many questions the officers have for you. Come prepared with relevant documentation
from TAU to show the inspectors. Make sure that you have made arrangements for housing, to meet with
friends or family, or to stay in a youth hostel when you arrive.

Upon your arrival at Ben Gurion Airport, there are two main ways to get to Tel Aviv:

Arriving by Train:

If you arrive from the airport by train you’ll need to get off on “Tel Aviv University Station” and exit through
the "University Exit". The Campus is within walking distance from the train station, but if you arrive with
heavy suitcases, you may want to take a cab or a bus.
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bus lines 40/49/289 to Broshim Campus/Shalom Rosenfeld station. Here is a link to a google map that may
assist you: How to arrive from the Train station to Broshim. If you want to consult train schedules ahead of
time, you can see these on their website.

Arriving by Taxi:

The cost is about 150-175 NIS from the airport to the Einstein or the Broshim Dorms. You should only get
a taxi at the airport from the official Ben Gurion Airport Taxi Stand which is outside the doors of the airport
(there will be signs pointing you to the stand when you walk through the airport). We strongly recommend
that you do not accept a taxi ride from anyone offering inside the airport. These are not regulated taxis and
the fare could be much higher. Regardless of which taxi you take, it is recommended when you get in the
taxi to ask the driver to put on the meter, or set a price similar to 150 NIS. It is recommended that you have
cash (ATM’s are inside the airport) for the taxi, although some will take credit cards. Always ask before
you get in the taxi if credit is accepted. The address to tell the taxi for Einstein is Chaim Levanon Street 63
and for Broshim it is George Wise Street 20.

For general information on transportation to and from Ben Gurion Airport go to this link.

Please refrain from bringing your luggage into the University campus, as it will be subject to security
inspection and there are no storage facilities on campus. Students staying in the dormitories must
arrange entry by contacting the TAUi Student Life Team in advance: intigrad@mail.tau.ac.il.

Safety and Security

The safety of our students is our highest priority. Like all public institutions in Israel, Tel Aviv University
employs a network of security personnel covering all campus entrances and patrolling throughout the
campus and dormitory complex 24 hours a day. Students should be prepared to show student cards or
another picture ID and submit bags for search.

The University's Security Department maintains close contact with government security agencies. The
international student population is regularly updated regarding security matters and receives copies of all
relevant official communications. Specific security information will be given at the student orientation.

Additionally, foreign citizens are advised to register with their local embassy. This can be done either in
person, or online, in many cases.

Finally, students are advised to carry some form of government-issued photo identification at all times.
International students may want to also carry a photocopy of the first page of their passport.

Tel Aviv University has well-marked signage in Hebrew and English directing people on campus and in the
dormitories to the closest shelters (“miklat or mamad”) should there be a need to take shelter. All shelter
locations for campus and the dormitories are posted on the TAU web site; please click here to read more
information about how to react in case of a siren. Additionally, Tel Aviv University has outstanding evacuation
arrangements with other institutions throughout Israel. Specific information on such arrangements can be
obtained from the TAU International Office.


https://www.google.com/maps/dir/%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%AA+%D7%AA%D7%9C+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%99%D7%91+%D7%90%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%98%D7%94,+Tel+Aviv-Yafo%E2%80%AD/%D7%A7%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%A1+%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%9D+-+Broshim+Campus,+Dr+George+Wise+St+1,+Tel+Aviv-Yafo%E2%80%AD/@32.1052549,34.8018394,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x151d4bd89c0ee0f9:0xf997e1e593d1068c!2m2!1d34.8034748!2d32.1037615!1m5!1m1!1s0x151d49617f989e4d:0x675caab1344e8e7d!2m2!1d34.8012881!2d32.1067483!3e2
http://www.rail.co.il/EN/Pages/HomePage.aspx
http://www.iaa.gov.il/Rashat/en-US/Airports/BenGurion/InformationforTravelers/TransportationToandFromtheAirport/
mailto:intlgrad@mail.tau.ac.il
https://english.tau.ac.il/safety_zones

HOUSING
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HOUSING

ON-CAMPUS HOUSING

The two relevant dormitory complexes are adjacent to campus. Please click here to see the location of
the dormitories on the TAU map.

Einstein
dormitories

Einstein Dormitories

The Einstein student dormitories are located across the street from the Tel Aviv University main entrance
(to the west). Virtual tour of Einstein dorm complex (outer area).

Shared rooms are sometimes available there for our international graduate students and researchers,
however please note that the Einstein solution is only temporary and subject to availability.

Each dormitory suite is divided into two bedrooms, with two students sharing each bedroom. Each suite is
fully furnished and includes a kitchen and bathroom, air conditioning, Wi-Fi, and cable TV. The dorms are
inspected upon move-in and any damage done during student’s stay will have to be covered by the student.
A self-service laundry is located within the dormitory complex. Additional laundry and cleaning facilities are
available in nearby shopping centers. Please note that the shared areas should be cleaned by the tenants
on a weekly basis. Students who are living in the dorms are expected to sign a contract and pay in advance.

Check pricing at this link: https:/international.tau.ac.il/lhousing/?tab=4

10


https://www30.tau.ac.il/map/unimaple1.asp
http://tau.baronet.co.il/#einstein-outside
https://international.tau.ac.il/housing/?tab=4
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Inside an Einstein dorm room

Student City — Broshim Dormitories

The dorm complex, at the south-west tip of the campus, comprises eight residential towers (two more in
construction as of summer 2019). Around it, there are shops, cafes and recreational facilities such as a
student club. Virtual tour of Broshim dorm complex (outer area).

Several kinds of units are offered to graduate research students: single studios (for one person), couple
studios (for couples), and family suites (for families with up to 1 child). All are designed to provide a safe,
warm and comfortable environment that will make the residents feel at home.

Each suite is fully furnished, has a private kitchen and bathroom, and includes air conditioning, Wi-Fi, and
cable TV. The dorms are inspected upon move-in and any damage done during student’s stay will have to
be covered by the student. A self-service laundry is located within the dormitory complex. Additional laundry
and cleaning facilities are available in nearby shopping centers.

Price: the rent ranges between ILS 2,268 — ILS 4,142 per month, depending on type of apartment.
The price includes Wi-Fi and Cable TV, but does NOT include the following: Municipality Tax (contingent


http://tau.baronet.co.il/#broshim-outside
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the size of the apartment and its surrounding, approximately ILS 70-202), electricity charge and water (this
is subject to apartment usage). All fees will be updated on a monthly basis in accordance with the Israeli
Price Index.

Students who are living in the dorms are expected to sign a contract and pay in advance.
Please note:

¢ TAU International has a very limited variety and amount of apartments. We do not take requests for
specific apartments (i.e. specific view, with/without balcony etc.). Available apartments are allocated
only by the type of apartment (i.e. apartment for single, for couple, or for family) and according to the
waiting list.

e Acouple cannot live in a single studio. If you have a partner who will live with you from the start or join
you later during the contract period — you need to apply for a "Couple/Family room" from the start.

o A family with child cannot live in a couple studio. If you have a child, or you are expecting a child, you
should choose "Couple/Family + child" from the start.

e The contract period is until the end of September. Once you sign a contract for an apartment, it will
NOT be possible to change the apartment until the end of the contract (i.e. there is no possibility to
sign a contract for single studio and later switch to a couple/ family room).

e The contracts are yearly, and correspond with the academic year starting on October and ending in
September of the following year

o Ifyou are living in a studio apartment and later require a bigger/ smaller apartment, you will have to re-
enlist to the waiting list for a different apartment and it will be subject to availability — please note
that we cannot guarantee that your request will be possible.

¢ Virtual tour inside a Single studio apartment (approximately 18 square meters)
¢ Virtual tour inside a Couple studio apartment (approximately 25 square meters)
¢ Virtual tour inside a Couple 3 room apartment (approximately 52 square meters)

If you have housing-related questions after thoroughly reading this document, please email:
housing@tauex.tau.ac.il.

GUEST APARTMENTS

Guest apartments might be a suitable solution for limited time. The Einstein Complex guest apartments
include 8 residential units and the Broshim Complex includes 46 additional units. The guest apartments are
suitable for single, couples and family occupancy.

For Guest apartments reservations, you should contact the dorm management directly.

The apartments are furnished, LCD cable television, internet, air conditioning, complete shower and toilet,
fully equipped kitchen, microwave oven, electric stove, electric kettle, coffee set, linen replacement and
housekeeping of the apartment. In addition the guest may use other complex services: self-service laundry
(fees apply) and computer room 24/7.


https://taui.wufoo.com/forms/z1m45n0g0ukljr9/
https://taui.wufoo.com/forms/z1m45n0g0ukljr9/
http://tau.baronet.co.il/#broshim-singlestudio
http://tau.baronet.co.il/#broshim-couplestudio
http://tau.baronet.co.il/#broshim-3rooms
mailto:housing@tauex.tau.ac.il.
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Please note, the pricing is per night, like a hotel, and availability is not guaranteed. Prices range between
ILS 185-340 per night, depending on apartment type and amount of nights.

For more information, you are welcome to visit their website and contact them.

Please note that the following items are not supplied by the University (at Einstein or Broshim): blankets,
pillows, towels, kitchen utensils, and household goods. Students may bring their own linens and electrical
appliances or choose to buy from an Israeli company that provides these supplies, such as 4-Less or
SimHub. Please visit their websites for details and prices. If you have questions, please use “contact us”
on the websites.

The following quantities of linens are usually sufficient: two blankets, two to four sheets, two pillowcases,
one pillow, and four towels. Please note that beds in the dorms are slightly longer and narrower than
American twin beds.

Management of the dormitories is handled by a third-party company (Shikun U-Binu'i), which should be
contacted directly regarding any maintenance-related issues. Contact information will be provided upon
entrance to the dorms.

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING

Many international students choose to live in nearby off-campus apartments. Sharing a standard
apartment with one or two roommates may cost the same as the dorms.

Please find some guidelines below.

If you live in Ramat Aviv, you can walk to TAU. Living in the city center allows you to have access to
the beach and the city action. From the city center, the bus can take between 20 to 45 minutes to
reach the university. The first question to ask yourself when looking for housing is whether you prefer
to live near the university in Ramat Aviv or in central Tel Aviv.

Apartment hunting in Tel Aviv can be quite time consuming, and the process might be lengthy. This
can be partially explained by the extremely fast-moving market. Students are advised to set time aside
specifically for apartment hunting prior to the start of the program. Two to four weeks are
recommended for apartment searching.

There are plenty of real estate brokers but expect to pay one month's rent as a finder's fee if you find
an apartment through them, plus 17% VAT.

Students may want to consider finding a short-term rental for the first couple of weeks while looking
for a permanent apartment.

Airbnb is very popular in Tel Aviv and you might find great solutions for short-term housing:
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Tel-Aviv~Yafo--Israel

13


https://www.meonot-shik.co.il/guest-appartment/
http://www.4less-llc.com/index1.html
https://www.1simhub.com/linens-and-electrical
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Tel-Aviv~Yafo--Israel
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Hostels could be a great option for short-term solutions. Please find a list of providers below:

Name

Street/ Tel Aviv

Tel

Emall

Abraham Hostel
Arbel Hotel Apt

Bnei Dan Hostel
Dinami Apt

Dizengoff Square Apt
Dizengoff SuiteApt
Holiday 2002 Apt

Holiday Rentals

Madness Apt

Rothschild Residance

Sea Hotel Tel Aviv

Sea Land Apt

21 LEVONTINE
11 Hulda

36 Bnei Dan

7 Shaul Avigdor
89 Dizengoff

39 Gordon

113 Dizengoff
37 Reines Street

119-121 Ben Yehuda
st.

71 Rothschild

76 Herbert Samuel St.

84 Bnei Dan

(972) 3-6249200
(972) 3-5225450
(972) 2-5945655
(972) 3-7414795
(972) 3-5241151
(972) 3-5234363
(972) 3-5271438

(972) 3 951 3964

(972) 3-5229393

(972) 3-6290555

(972) 3-7952465

(972) 3-5225450

infotlv@abrahamhostels.com
sales@arbelhotel.com
telaviv@iyha.org.il
dinami@internet-zahav.net
neeamam@netvision.net.ll
info@dizengoffsuites.co.il
dyszelg@netvision.net.il

Office@Holiday-Rentals.co.il

officeteam@tel-aviv-rental.co.ll

contact@rothschild-
residence.co.il

sea@sea-hotel.co.il

info@sea-land.co.il

Depending on a variety of factors, you should be prepared to pay anywhere from ILS 2,500 (living
with 1/2 roommates) to ILS 4,000 (living alone) per month for a partially furnished apartment. The

following websites will help you in your search:

e Yad2: (Hebrew)

¢ Jaanglo: (English)

e Tanglo —Yahoo group
e WinWin: (Hebrew)

e Homeless: (Hebrew)
e Craigslist (English)

Facebook groups:

Note: Some of the groups maybe closed groups, meaning you should ask to join and the administrator
needs to approve the request.

14


mailto:infotlv@abrahamhostels.com
mailto:neeamam@netvision.net.il
http://www.yad2.co.il/
http://www.janglo.net/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tanglo/
http://www.winwin.co.il/
http://www.homeless.co.il/
http://telaviv.craigslist.org/
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Secret Tel Aviv Facebook Group

Tel Aviv Apartments Buy Rent Sell Trade!!!l
YUTND TyvN 22X Na 1x7 non nn'T
Internationals in Tel Aviv

Apartments for singles or couples in Tel Aviv
Apartments in TLV OIld North and Downtown
Apartments/roommates in Tel Aviv

22X 712 Dan 2 n97nint ndwin'? nintT (Hebrew)
07n1N2 NINON9NNY 197 ,2'aX 7Na 0NaN A Nig hin'T (Hebrew)
Looking for an Apartment in Tel Aviv...

2'ax 'n nin'T Tel Aviv Apartments

2ax 7na n"w 3000 1V T'n* nintT (Hebrew)

21X o w7 /anwin’? ot n'wonn (Hebrew)
Batim LeOlim - Rentals in Tel Aviv

Feel free to ask anybody and everybody. This is actually a very effective way of finding housing, jobs,
and information. Personal connections go far in Israel, especially since apartments come and go very
quickly in the city. We are happy to help, even if it is just to brainstorm ideas about finding what is right
for you.

When looking for an apartment, we highly recommend clarifying the following issues:

Apartment Details

Where is the apartment located?

How big is the apartment in square meters?

On what floor is the apartment? If it is on the ground floor, are there security bars on the
windows?

What appliances are included in the apartment (many apartments do not include major
appliances such as an oven, stove, or fridge)?

What furniture is included?

Is there air conditioning? Heating?

What else is included in the apartment?

Is there a roommate? What are your impressions of him/her?

The Area

Visit the neighborhood during both the day and at night to get a feel for the area. Is it loud at night?
Does it feel safe after dark? Is it near a bus route to the university?

Rent

What does your rental payment include (va'ad bayit — building maintenance fees? all-inclusive —
water, gas, electricity, maintenance fees, cable Internet, phone, etc.)?

How often is payment due and in what form (12 checks in advance? 6 checks in advance? 1
lump sum? Cash? (Never pay cash unless you receive a receipt!)

15


https://www.facebook.com/groups/secrettelaviv/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/188430365379/
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Bills

e How much is Arnona (municipality tax) every month?

e |s there an electric heater for water (dood chashmal) or is it solar powered (dood shemesh)?
e How much is electricity and water, on average, per month?

e How much are the va'ad bayit maintenance fees each month?

Signing the Lease

e Can the lease be written in English?
¢ Isthere a need for a guarantor?
¢ Do they require a lawyer to review the lease? If so, who covers the cost?

Legal consultant

We recommend getting legal advice from the student union's lawyer before signing an apartment contract.
Legal consultant is a free service given by the Tel Aviv University student union. To schedule a meeting
with Adv. Ran Shoval in the student union call: 03-6407654. Their working days & hours: Sunday-
Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm.

Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality's Center for Young Adults — MAZEH 9 — Also provides legal consulting for
apartment rental (https://mazeh9.org.il/renting-in-tel-aviv/ — website is in Hebrew but you might want to
Google Translate it).

Please see the map on the next page to get a good picture of the neighborhoods of Tel Aviv.
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1 Tel Aviv University, in Ramat Aviv

2 Basel - the North is close to the park, the port and TAU. Tons of restaurants (~10 min)

3 Ben Gurion, Gordon and Frishman - close to the beach and young (~20 min)

4 Rabin Square is very central. You'll find everything there 24/7. (~20 min)

5 The Heart of Tel Aviv - with Rothschild, Shenkin and more is fun and beautiful (~30 min)

6 Neve Tsedek - an old neighborhoeod full of charm close to the beach (~45 min)

7 Florentin- trendy, vibrant, cheaper but also slightly run-down; many students & artists (~50min)
8 Yafo - many bigger apartments available, great atmosphere, a bit far (~55 min)

*The time mentioned shows approximately how long it takes to TAU by bus. Biking could be quicker
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Off-Campus Housing Information for Students

The information below is a summary of past alumni recommendations for finding off-campus housing. Special
thanks to alum Robert Fuller for helping to compile this. Again, the following are recommendations from
former students and should not be read or understood as legal advice. For legal advice, Tel Aviv University
offers legal services through the Student Union.

About this Handout: Finding a suitable place to live is an issue that often weighs on the minds of new
students in Israel. Locating an apartment, signing leases and dealing with problems as a tenant can often be
a distraction for students, while they cope with their studies. However, with careful preparation and foresight,
along with the resources provided at the university, finding a comfortable place to live can be a relatively
straightforward procedure. While not every aspect of your apartment and tenancy will be perfect, this
information, comprised of the opinions of former students, hopes to make the process easier.

Resources: On average, students often find it takes roughly two to four weeks to find an apartment in the
Tel Aviv area. Many have often found valuable resources online that are useful in locating places. Facebook
groups such as Secret Tel Aviv, Looking for an apartment in Tel Aviv, Apartments/roommates in Tel Aviv,
Tel Aviv Apartments available and Tel Aviv Apartment — Buy/ Sell/Rent/Trade!!! have proven useful. Other
websites students have had success with are yad2g.co.il and zvz.co.il. Additionally, you can post requests
yourself on these Facebook groups indicating that you are looking for an apartment or room rental.
Additionally, offline resources, such as friends who are looking for roommates or agents that have been
recommended by people you trust may also be beneficial, although agents will charge a fee. When
searching for apartments or analyzing contracts, the student lawyer may be helpful, particularly if the
contract is in Hebrew. Additionally, a trustworthy Hebrew-speaking friend or an Israeli roommate can also
be useful in dealing with these language barrier issues.

Before you find a Place: Hostels often used by students in the few weeks before they arrive in the country.
Former students have suggested that befriending the people who work at the hostel may prove beneficial
when finding a room opening in an apartment. Additionally, Airbnb is a commonly utilized resource that
many students have used for short-term rentals. Vacation rentals, short-term sublets or friendly contacts in
Israel are also an option for housing while looking for more suitable long-term dwellings.

When You Find a Place/Signing Leases: As stated before, it usually takes roughly two to four weeks
between beginning your apartment search and signing a lease committing to an apartment or room rental.
Students have often found that they will have to visit many apartments before finding one that suits them.
Oftentimes, there is a degree of pressure to sign quickly because of the demand for new apartments.
However, one should make sure they understand the terms of the contract before they commit to a lease
and utilize the resources listed above if necessary. When examining the lease, ensure that you understand
all the fees and what you will pay for and what the landlord will cover. These include the water bills, electricity
bills, the internet bills and the municipal tax (known as an Arnona). You may be expected to cover some or
all of these bills depending on the landlord.

One should also ensure that they understand the possible financial penalties that the landlord may have
entered into the lease. These may include fees for damages, late rent payments, leaving the lease early or
the cost of any repairs, as well as to repaint the walls after you leave. If renting a furnished room, also
ensure in the lease that the contents of the room listed in the contract are accurate so that landlord does
not claim that items are missing when you leave. Before signing a lease, determine what the landlord’s
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responsibility is when it comes to repairs in the apartment for issues such as plumbing and electricity. As
stated earlier, language barriers may be an issue when signing a lease, so utilize the resources listed
above, such as Israeli friends or the student lawyer who will do consultations free of charge.

Security Deposit: Many places require a security deposit, which may be the equivalent of one to several
months’ rent. One should understand the terms of the security deposit before signing the lease, including
the extent of the landlord’s access to the deposit. Ensure that no damages occur before you leave the
apartment and check thoroughly before you depart so you can recover the whole of the security deposit. If
you feel that the damages existed before or were not your responsibility under the terms of the lease, you
are within your right to dispute said charges through a discussion with your landlord. Often, a tenant will be
expected to produce their rent cheques and a guarantor in advance and this may require that one has
access to a chequing account in Israel. Banks such as Discount allow foreigners to open bank accounts in
Israel. This is by no means the rule, however, and many landlords will accept month to month payments,
often by bank transfer. Additionally, one can find an apartment where the lease is under one of the
roommates’ names and then pay the rent and bills to said roommate, thereby avoiding these responsibilities
altogether.

Landlord: Before signing any lease, a potential tenant should meet with their landlord to determine the
landlord’s character. If he or she seems impatient, racially or religiously intolerant or unnecessarily
aggressive, it would probably be advisable to pursue another place, regardless of the benefits of the
apartment. Additionally, even kind landlords may have other distractions that will prevent them from dealing
with problems that may arise. A common issue is landlords who are out of the country and thereby
inaccessible when problems in the apartment occur. If possible, it may be best to avoid renting from
landlords who are abroad for extensive periods of time. When problems arise in the apartment, some
students have found that getting repairs done may require a degree of tenacity. If your lease indicates that
it is your landlord’s responsibility to cover these repairs, it is often advisable to keep calling them if they
seem like they are dithering on maintenance issues. This is often not because the landlords are mean-
spirited, but because the apartment rental is a side-business and they are distracted by other career
responsibilities. Hence why repeated calls may be necessary.

Bills: One should also note that bills may not be received every month at a specific time, particularly if the
landlord controls the dispersion. Some students have found that every two months may be the norm and
you may or may nhot be given access to the bills directly. Oftentimes, you can request that you pay the bills
yourself and have them placed under your name, but this may require the use of a translator to understand
the charges.

When Leaving the Apartment: It is advisable to start inquiring about the return of your security deposit
well in advance of leaving, maybe even one month or so, in case the landlord is slow to respond or out of
the country. If you require to leave the apartment early and break your lease, you can often discuss this
with your landlord and work out an arrangement. Usually this entails finding a replacement to take over
your apartment or room for at least the duration of your lease. There will also usually be some financial
penalty for breaking the lease, which may vary depending on the contract you have signed. Again, check
your contract and ask your landlord questions before you sign. Additionally, it is recommended that you
have a lawyer examine your contract in advance to ensure that you have the ability to break the lease if
necessary.
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In Summary: Hopefully, this guide will prove useful in your apartment search. The resources and advice
in this handout is a compilation of information from former students based upon information that they wish
they had had before moving to Israel. It is important to use your best judgement when looking for an
apartment, along with trusted resources that can provide you with assistance and legal expertise. Finding
an apartment that you are comfortable living in can have an impact on your time here in Israel, so strong
preparation is essential. For opinions on housing issues, feel free to speak to the counselors at the
International Grad Office (Naomi and Danielle).

Here you can find short description of the different neighborhoods in Tel Aviv:

Ramat Aviv — Ramat Aviv is a largely residential suburb of Tel Aviv, but is where the University is located.
Ramat Aviv mall is an upscale shopping centre that offers a variety different store. Yarkon Park is also close
by. It should be noted that bus service into the city and from the city into Ramat Aviv does not run from
Friday night until Saturday night.

Average Bus Time to University: 5-15 mins

Bus Routes: Not necessary, but buses 6,7,171 transit through Ramat Aviv

Hatsafon Hayashon (The Old North) — Ha’tsafon Ha’'yashan, or The Old North, is quiet neighborhood in
Tel Aviv that largely caters to young families. The shopping, bars and dining are generally more upscale,
and the neighborhood is not usually considered a nightlife destination. The prices to rent a room in this
neighborhood are fairly high.

Average Bus Time to University: 25-30 minutes
Bus Routes: 25, 289, 13, 24, 22>274

Lev Ha'lr - Lev Ha'lr is a large neighborhood with a variety of differing characteristics located centrally within
the city. It contains a large number of bars, cafés and shops, particularly along Rothschild and Sheinkin
streets.

Average Bus Time to University: 25-30 minutes
Bus Routes: 25, 289, 13, 24, 22>274

Merkaz Ha'lr — Merkaz Ha'lr is the central area of Tel Aviv and encompasses a wide variety of smaller
neighborhoods. It includes an expanse of Tel Aviv's beaches, as well as Dizengoff Centre, Tel Aviv's most
centrally located shopping mall. It also includes many restaurants, bars and boutique stores.

Average Bus Time to University (From Dizengoff Square): 25-30 minutes

Bus Routes (From Dizengoff Square): 24, 13

Montefiore — Montefiore is a neighborhood with a variety of contrasting dwellings, from high-rise
apartments to older buildings. It is a relatively quiet neighborhood, but is next to the Sarona Market. It is
also in close proximity to the Azrieli Center, a large shopping mall with a large variety of stores.

Average Bus Time to University: 25-35 minutes
Bus Routes: 274, 271, 501>274
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Neve Tzedek — Neve Tzedek is a historic neighborhood known for its antique architecture and leafy
cobblestone streets and is the first neighborhood of modern Tel Aviv, outside of the ancient city of Jaffa. It
is characterized by trendy boutiques, galleries, cafés and restaurants. It should be noted that although
highly fashionable, the neighborhood is known to be quite expensive and public transit access is often
lacking.

Average Bus Time to University: 35-45 minutes
Bus Routes: 24, 25, 40/240>274, 40>127/279

Kerem HaTeimanim — Kerem Ha'Teimanim, or the Yemenite Vineyard, is known for having a village like
atmosphere with narrow alleyways and historic row buildings. Kerem HaTeimanim is famous for Shuk
HaCarmel, which can offer a variety of deals on everything from food, clothing, household products and
souvenirs. It is also known for its cuisine and quaint restaurants. Away from the shuk, the neighborhood is
quiet, although Allenby Street is not far, offering restaurants, bars, cafés and 24 hour stores. However, the
neighborhood can be somewhat expensive.

Average Bus Time to University: 30-35 minutes
Bus Routes: 13, 24, 25

Florentin — Florentin is characterized by its live music venues, bars and nightlife. While the buildings may
appear rather neglected, this gentrified, yet affordable neighborhood is considered rather fashionable
because of its bar culture and designer boutiques. Levinski Market is also located near Florentin, providing
a variety of culinary options.

Average Bus Time to University: 35-45 Minutes depending on route
Bus Routes: 25, 125>274, 172>24, 127

Jaffa — Jaffa is known for its ancient, biblical character and Old Jaffa, one of the oldest ports in the world,
is famous for its archeological significance. Characterized by its art galleries, museums, flea markets,
designer boutiques and proximity to the beach, Jaffa has a great deal of amenities for those looking to rent.
However, it should be noted that Jaffa is far from the city center and northern areas of Tel Aviv, as well as
the Ramat Aviv, where the university is located. It should also be noted that the southern area of Jaffa tends
to be more conservative with less nightlife.

Average Bus Time to University: 45-50 minutes
Bus Routes: 25, 83>127, 18>24

Shapira — Shapira is a neighborhood that can offer cheap prices for room rentals, but the neighborhood is
largely characterized by social problems, such as drug use and theft. It is, however, slowly gentrifying
because of the cheap prices. It also offers proximity to the central bus station.

Average Bus Time to University: 40-45 minutes
Bus Routes: 289, 25, 17>24

Givatayim (outside Tel Aviv) — Givatayim is a city of contrasts, alternating between modern skyscrapers
and more traditional apartments like one would find in central Tel Aviv. Givatayim may be attractive to those
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seeking to rent because of its relatively affordable prices and proximity to the city. One note is that suburbs
of Tel Aviv may have a lesser concentration of English speakers than the city center.

Average Bus Time to University: 35-40 mins
Bus Routes: 45, 57>40>289, 61>45, 33

Ramat Gan (outside Tel Aviv) — Ramat Gan is a suburb of Tel Aviv and also the center of Israel’s diamond
exchange and much of Israel’'s high tech industry. Ramat Gan is characterized by modern corporate
skyscrapers in its central area, but is also a large region with a diverse range of housing options. Due to
being outside Tel Aviv city proper, Ramat Gan offers attractive rents and is fairly accessible by public transit.

Average Bus Time to University: 25-35 minutes.

Bus Routes: 7, 82>24, 45, 61>171
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HANDY INFORMATION

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

External Telephone Numbers:

e Police 100
e Ambulance (Magen David Adom) 101
e Fire Department 102
e Electric Company 103
e Tel Aviv Municipality 106
(to pay water bills and municipality tax)
e Information 144
« Ichilov Hospital/Sourasky Medical Center 03-697-4444

(Weitzman St. between Arlozorov and David Hamelech)

TAU Extensions:

e Tel Aviv University International Office 03-640-8118

e University Security 03-640-5555
(for suspicious objects, fire on campus,
accidents, elevator issues, etc.)

e First Aid Nurse 03-640-8666
e Campus Psychology Center 03-640-8505
e Avi Zarakhovsky — Student visa issues 03-640-9989

e Student Life (Madrichim) Office in TAU International 03-640-8953
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Click here to find the building you are looking for.
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TAU ACADEMIC CALENDAR

TAU Academic Calendar (2019-2020)

In Israeli higher education, students are expected to complete papers and assignments during the
semester breaks. Therefore, please do not make extensive travel plans until you have a firm grip on how
much studying (including group work) you will need to do between semesters.

The following is the standard Tel Aviv University calendar.

Please consult your respective program director for specific details regarding the dates of your program

as program dates may vary.

Entrance date to the Einstein and Broshim dormitories (Summer
Ulpan/English Intensive Course/TESOL programs only)

Orientation for Summer Semester (Summer Ulpan/English

Intensive Cour